
From 15th to 18th August I had the pleasure of a stay at the U3A Summer School at 

Cirencester Agricultural University, for 4 days.  What a delightful episode, enabling 

me to focus completely on my chosen subject without any distractions. I was im-

pressed on arrival by the beautiful Cotswold stone buildings and immaculate gar-

dens. The welcome by the U3A staff was warm and helpful, and I found myself reg-

istered on my course and in my excellent student accommodation within the hour.  I 

had asked for a quiet location, and found myself on the perimeter of the campus 

next to rolling countryside.  The accommodation was safe and well lit, which was ap-

preciated. 

My course was entitled “Making Friends with Music – from  Dawn to Sunset”, and for 

the next 4 days and 11 seminars we listened to and 

discussed a total of 114 pieces of music starting 

with Pope Gregory in the Middle Ages, travelling 

through the Baroque, Classical and Romantic periods, 

ending with the Modern era and Benjamin Brit-

ten.  Our tutor, Jack Wood, at 84 years old, was an 

inspiration, a huge source of knowledge and a very 

disciplined approach, insisting on punctuality and our 

full attention throughout!  As a result, we finished 

the course with our ears ringing with beautiful mu-

sic, and our heads full of fresh knowledge and in-

sights into the lives of countless composers, and the 

development of different styles of music.  I have al-

ways felt in awe of my husband Mike’s passion for 

classical music and his knowledge about the lives of 

individual composers – I am hoping now to maybe 

show him a thing or two he didn’t know about the 

history of classical music! 

The whole event was a great experience – I met 

countless others with a thirst for knowledge, all 

studying a variety of subjects, and had many inter-

esting and thought-provoking discussions in the re-

fectory (and the bar!).  The food was fine and plentiful, and enjoyable evening en-

tertainment had been arranged.  The whole event was well planned and organised, 

with clear information from arrival to departure.  Of course, the amazing summer 

weather enhanced the whole experience!  I intend to sign up as soon as possible for 

next year – I believe details will be released in November, and I am advised to book 

early! 

            Stephie  

U3A Summer School, August 2016 – I learned so much! 

Stephie with Jack Wood, Music Tutor. 


